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Working together for a safer London




Darwin Ward Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Minutes of meeting -Tuesday 13/07/2010 – 1900hrs 

Held at Downe Baptist Church
Attendees





Apologies






Annabel Griffiths - Chair



Cllr Richard Scoates

Bernard Waine - Vice Chair



Judith Cross

Chris Cadzow





Wendi Sidaway
Val Bowley






Joe Kerr

Dave Witherspoon




Guest


Steve Jewell





Geoff Wright - LBB Planning Enforcement

Keith Heffer

Allan White

Sarah Qizilbash

Peter Osborne







Sue McVicker
- LBB
Police:-
Ch Insp. Carron Schusler
PS Katey Martin



PC Tim Garlick

PCSO Dave Dennington

PCSO Stevie Atkins

PCSO Rosaleen Ryan
1. Minutes of Last Meeting
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a true reflection of the matters contained therein.

2. Introductions
The Panel were introduced to Chief Inspector Carron Schusler, who is to replace Chief Inspector Ian Gallehawk upon his retirement in August 2010 and will be responsible for the Borough’s Safer Neighbourhoods Teams.
3. Battle of Britain Heritage Centre - Peter Osborne
Peter updated the Panel as to the current state of play with the Heritage Centre and gave a brief history of the challenges that have so far faced the Supporters Club in getting to their current position. The Club currently has some 200 members and in the fullness of time will be seeking to raise finance (approx £3m) via pledges and volunteers to staff the centre itself. The Centre will either be based at the junction of Vincent Square and Main Road or West Camp (BH Airport). Negotiations are still taking place between the various parties, with the hope that formal plans can be submitted sometime in 2011 with the building being in place in 2012.
4. Archies Stables - Cudham Lane North - Geoff Wright, LBB Planning Enforcement
The plot has recently been inhabited by a Gypsy Traveller family from Orpington. They have sited a large static family caravan and a smaller mobile caravan on the site, together with the building of a small brick toilet block. The entrance to the plot has been covered with aggregate to form a hard standing for vehicular access and a horse box. A number of complaints have been submitted to the SNT.
Geoff explained that initial planning permission for residential status was refused by the Council, however the family have recently been rendered homeless after being evicted from their previous home in Orpington and have decided to settle on the land at Archie’s Stables, which they own.

The family have instructed a Planning Agent and solicitors to act on their behalf and fresh plans have been submitted to the council. A site visit was carried out by council officers on 12th July.

The council planning committee are due to sit on 15th July to consider the planning application, which is expected to be refused, with enforcement action to follow. Geoff explained the procedures that have to be adopted by the council when dealing with Gypsy Traveller families after the “Porter Judgement” and kindly provided a copy of the pro-forma used by council officers in this context, for the panel to peruse.

It would normally be expected, in cases such as this, that notice would be served upon the family to vacate the site within one month, with failure rendering them liable to prosecution via summons. A court case of such nature would be unlikely to be heard until sometime in 2011.
The panel were reminded that July is Bromley’s Gypsy Traveller Month and that the matter is not currently a police issue, as no anti-social behaviour or criminal activity has been reported or alleged.

5. Policing Report - Sergeant Martin
The current policing priorities are:
Ashmore Lane PSE, Theft from Motor Vehicles and Burglary.

Ashmore Lane:  A site visit was carried out on 12th July by PS Martin and the local NHS Sexual Health Worker. Leaflets were distributed and people using the toilets spoken to. It is now the intention to place posters in the cubicles and continue leafleting on an ad-hoc basis.

Three arrests have been made so far this year and in view of the final stage (of the staged plan), having now been completed, Sgt Martin requested that the panel consider closing this priority - Agreed.
SM - Any further complaints regarding misuse of the toilets should be directed, via e-mail, to the new Head of Services at the council. Action- SM to check with the council as to whether there are any plans to close any public toilets in the area.
Theft from Motor Vehicles:  There have been six thefts from motor vehicles since the last meeting (Old Hill, Bristol Street Motors x2, High Elms CP, Down House and Duo Hair Salon (Leaves Green Rd). In addition there have been four vehicles stolen - Fox and Hounds Pub x2, Cudham Lane North and Leaves Green Rd. The team are still negotiating regarding the Kent Police windscreen notice, with a possible view to piloting its use in High Elms Car Park. The panel voted in favour of this initiative.
Burglary:  There have been two burglaries (dwelling) since the last meeting, at Belvedere Road and Downe Rd and one attempted burglary in Luxted Rd. In both burglary cases the front door was forced. In addition there have been three burglaries (non-dwelling) at Cudham Lane North, Kent Close and Buckston Browne Farm.

Since the 1st April 2010 burglary dwelling is unchanged (year on year), whilst burglary non-dwelling is down 84%. Darwin Ward remains one of the safest in the MPS area. Update - 2nd safest in MPS.
In addition to the above, a call to vehicle interference on Cudham Recreation Ground, recently resulted in the arrest of two Lithuanian nationals for handling stolen goods and robbery at Keston Ponds.
BW - has noticed an increase in window cleaners on the ward and suggested they may not all be bona-fide tradesmen.

Update - Pimlico Wood: The recent spate of noisy/anti-social behaviour in Pimlico Wood appears to have subsided, after some intensive Friday night policing. A number of youths have been stopped and advised accordingly. The LBB Anti-Social Behaviour Unit have been consulted regarding this issue and it has currently been agreed not to extend the Biggin Hill Dispersal Zone outwards, to include Pimlico Wood. The SNT will continue to patrol the area, particularly on Friday night late shifts.

VB - questioned as to whether there had been any further trouble at Angas House. KM reported that 24hr security were now onsite, whilst building works are carried out. There have been no further calls for police action.
JK - anticipates further disorder at “Booze Run” after information received from a neighbour. KM advised that this is a matter for the Biggin Hill SNT and asked that Joe consult with them directly.

KM - The new “Costcutter” Shop on Main Road (adjacent to Vincent Square) has been granted a temporary licence to sell alcohol. Local residents have been advised and can raise any objections via the usual channels.

SM - the council Trading Standards Dept have been/will be carrying out further test purchases in the area for cigarettes and alcohol.

6. Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) - PC Tim Garlick
Bromley Police have now issued PDA’s to all safer neighbourhoods police constables. 

Tim excitedly introduced the PDA to the Panel and advised that it can currently be used for PNC checks (person and vehicles) Stop Forms, Voters Roll checks and IMEI checks (mobile phones). It is anticipated that in the near future e-mail, internet, camera and accident reporting facilities will be added.
KM - a complaint has been received from a resident of Old Hill regarding vehicles speeding up the hill. A speed survey has been requested and the SNT will shortly carry out a laser speed gun operation at the venue. “Police Speed Check Area” signs will be procured from the council and in addition Main Road, between St Winifreds Rd and Grays Rd, will also be targeted.
New 20mph signs have been erected on Jail Lane in the vicinity of Charles Darwin and Cudham Primary schools.

KH - UNESCO World Heritage meeting in Brasilia on 25th July to decide on status of Down House.

7. Priorities

1. Burglary

2. Theft from Motor Vehicles
8. Dates for your Diary

Next Panel Meeting - Tuesday 14th September 2010 @ 7pm. Downe Baptist Church
DarwSN Mins


