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Working together for a safer London




Darwin Ward Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Minutes of meeting -Tuesday 02/12/2008 – 1900hrs 

Held at Baptist Church Hall, Downe

Attendees





Guests
Judith Cross – Chair




Howard Clark – Chair, BCEF


Cllr. Peter Bloomfield






Dave Witherspoon






Peter Osborne





Apologies

Val Bowley







Bernard Waine




PS Katey Martin (Darwin SNT)

Allan White





Inspector Kevin Smith

Chris Cadzow





Sheila Brooks

Sue McVicker – LB Bromley



Joe Kerr, Annabel Griffiths

Neil Holloway





Keith Heffer

Sarah Qizilbash

Darwin Safer Neighbourhood Team:-



PC Mark Cockbain

PC Tim Garlick

PCSO Dave Dennington

PCSO Michele Perrin

1. Minutes of Last Meeting
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a true reflection of the matters contained therein.

2. Presentation by Howard Clark – Chair of Bromley Community Engagement Forum (B.C.E.F.)

Howard very kindly stepped in at the last minute, as a replacement for PS Simon Crick from the MPS Dog Training School, who was unable to attend due to family commitments.

Howard advised the panel that the BCEF was formed from the ashes of the now defunct Bromley Community Consultative Group, with a new remit to hold the Safer Bromley Partnership to account. A leaflet was distributed amongst the gathered throng explaining in more detail the work and responsibilities of the BCEF. Howard will liaise regularly with the Borough Commander, along with all Senior Partners of the Partnership, Fire, Ambulance & Council.  A meeting with the Commissioner is also a regular occurrence.  Judith Cross is an Executive of the Forum and leads on SNPs.

Regular meetings of the Forum are held, which are open to the general public. Details can be found on the BCEF website www.bcef.org.uk . 

The Forum also conducts “Special Projects” with work currently being carried out on domestic violence and victim support services.

3. Operation Autumn Harvest – PC Mark Cockbain

The area centred on the informal travellers sites at Layhams Road  which was made a panel priority some months ago, with a view to engaging all partner agencies in a concerted effort to prevent criminal or environmentally damaging activity.

To this end, a multi-agency approach was adopted and on 18th November 2008 at 6am some 40 staff from V.O.S.A, Customs & Excise, D.V.L.A, The Environment Agency, Police (Traffic & SNT) and London Borough of Bromley Trading Standards Department conducted commercial vehicle stops at two sites on King Henrys Drive and Layhams Road itself. The operation was deemed a success. 

A further meeting with the team from the Environment Agency, will hopefully take place before the Christmas break to discuss on-going issues.

The land opposite Holmshaw Farm, which is currently in the hands of receivers, should hopefully by now be in the ownership of Peter Johnson (Holmshaw Farm). It is anticipated that Bill Lines (LBB – EnviroCrime) will be meeting with Lee Howes (MPS Off Road Motorcycles) and Peter Johnson to discuss plans for the trenching of the site to deter off-road motorcycling in the not too distant future.

Whilst still on the subject of Layhams Road, NH pointed out that significant potholes have been left on the road after the recent large scale works by various contractors and that some of them are now of such a depth, as to be distinctly dangerous. Cllr. B advised that the council are aware of the road surface problems and a report will go to committee in the new year. In the interim it is the council’s intention to let the road “settle” before action is taken. Cllr. B suggested that Nigel Davis at the LBB be contacted should the panel wish to address the matter beforehand. NH to contact council asap.

4. Crime/Community Engagement update – PC Mark Cockbain

The past month has seen 34 crimes being committed on the ward, including:

· 2 Residential Burglaries

· 4 Shed Burglaries

· 6 Vehicles Damaged

· 7 Thefts from Motor Vehicles

· 4 Assaults

A bid has been made to the council for one of their CCTV cars to be located at High Elms Country Park (Lower Car Park) to address the ongoing issue of cars being broken in to. 

As regards community engagement, the Darwin SNT have staged two Street Briefings at Edward Road and Cudham Hall respectively. Unfortunately, due to inclement weather neither briefing was well attended.

The SNT have now stamped some 223 saddles, with further bookings for the service being actively pursued.

The Darwin SNT were recognised at the recent Safer Bromley Partnership awards evening, with an award for making Bromley a safer place. JC was also highly commended for her services to the borough. The Darwin Youth Panel received an Award for their contribution to making Bromley Safer.

The Darwin & Biggin Hill Police Office now has a shiny new sign on the shop-front, together with a monitor in the window which will soon be displaying local information (pending software being downloaded).

5. Darwin Youth Engagement/Youth Panel – PC Tim Garlick

TG & DD  recently held a training event at Bromley Police Station for other SNT’s on the theme of setting up and running youth panel’s. The event was well attended with delegates from 11 other SNT’s being present. Additional sessions will be scheduled, if required, to endorse the youth engagement message across the borough, with the next session anticipated to take place in early January 2009, to a team of Inspectors from Territorial Policing.

HC mentioned that a number of SNT Sergeants had been in contact with the BCEF regarding the setting up of Youth Panels and JC added that this will be further addressed at the Youth Conference on the 27th February 2009.

6. Policing Priorities

It was agreed that the policing priorities for the next period will remain as:

· Layhams Road

· Road Safety/Traffic

JC to speak to Elaine Beadle re: road safety initiatives

7. A.O.B.

Cllr. B – suggested that the Darwin SNT award be placed in the cabinet, in the foyer of Charles Darwin School and Cudham Primary. The panel considered this to be good idea, bearing in mind that the nomination was supported by the Deputy Head, Louise Rees. TG to action.
Cllr. B – as regards to the Jail Lane Orchard, protocols dictate that a new meeting of the council committee must be scheduled, to address the ongoing situation. A member of the SNT will be invited to attend, to put forward the police perspective and hopefully overcome the present difficulties. DW to attend on behalf of the panel. 

Cllr. B – Berrys Green Road; Mckenna has been served with an enforcement notice, re: habitation of the land and a copy of the recent injunction on the trees has been requested.

DW – Drink drive campaign - MC stated the SNT breathalyser equipment is currently being re-calibrated and that as soon as it is available, the team will endeavour to carry out a series of road checks.

DW – The ward has a high proportion of elderly people and more contact with elderly residents is encouraged. MC replied that the team carry out patrols on foot, on cycle and in the police car. Whenever the opportunity arises to converse with the public, whilst out on patrol, the team engages accordingly. Unfortunately, the ward has little service provision for the elderly, such as luncheon clubs and day centres. JC suggested that we should establish what level of police contact they ideally want and report back to the panel accordingly. HC mentioned that at a recent meeting he attended, the issue of engagement with the elderly was discussed and it was brought to the attention of the panel that some elderly citizens had resorted to cutting back on their use of light and heat in their homes, by using just candles! A recent case was highlighted whereby an elderly resident had to be rescued by the Fire Service, due to their over-zealous use of candles causing a house fire. Elderly citizens are being told to be more pro-active in their communication with the police and other partner agencies. SM suggested that more use be made of neighbourhood watch co-ordinators in this respect.

MC pointed out that last year the Darwin SNT arranged for monthly “surgeries” to take place on the ward, but attendance was poor to zero, indicating that the “need” was minimal. Indeed recent Street Briefings have emphasised this fact, with little enthusiasm being shown for such events.

AW – local sources seem to think the recent traffic accident in Grays Road, may have been malicious. A group of three people appear to have purposely rammed another vehicle being driven by a lone female driver. Said female, when confronted by the 3 occupants, drove off in a state of alarm. MC will investigate and report back.

BW – a white Fiat Punto that had been annoying the residents of Beechwood Avenue, has now quietened down after police intervention. The Texaco petrol station on Farnborough Bypass (A21) has applied for a licence to sell alcohol. Beechwood Residents Association will oppose the granting of the licence. No further discussion took place on this matter, as the site in question comes under the jurisdiction of Farnborough & Crofton Ward.

SM – the council is currently in the midst of a crime prevention drive in the run up to Christmas. Christmas cards emphasising the need to be extra vigilant at this time of the year, will be delivered around the borough shortly. Allotment Watch is to be launched in the new year (there are 54 allotments on the borough) and all, at some point, suffer from some element of crime.

VB – the large dogs at Church Hill Farm, Downe Road, continue to pester the horse riders using the adjacent bridleway. MC will again visit the owner to point out the concerns of horseriders.

Next Panel Meeting: 4th of February 2009  Baptist Church Hall at 7pm.  Please where at all possible park on the road as a Prayer Meeting is being held in the Church.
DarwSN Mins


