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Darwin Ward Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Minutes of meeting -Wednesday 20/05/2009 – 1900hrs 

Held at Baptist Church Hall, Downe

Attendees:






Apologies:

Judith Cross - Chair





Wendi Sidaway

Val Bowley






Peter Bloomfield

Peter Osbourne





Chris Cadzow

Dave Witherspoon





Neil Holloway

Keith Heffer






John Dugdale

Joe Kerr

Allan White

Bernard Waine

Annabel Griffiths

Sarah Qizilbash

Sue McVicker - Bromley Council

Darwin SNT:

PS Katey Martin

PC Mark Cockbain

PCSO Dave Dennington

PCSO Stevie Atkins

1. Minutes of last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a true reflection of the matters contained therein.

2. Feedback on the AGM held at Charles Darwin School on 18th March 2009

DW – Queried the Constitution with regards to re-election of the Chair at the AGM.

JC – Agreed the Constitution didn’t cover it but an email had been sent to everyone and there had been no objections to the vote taking place on the night. This is one of the reasons Bernard and I have been re-writing the Constitution.  Asked if there were any objections to her and Bernard Waine continuing their respective positions of Chair and Vice Chair of the panel, and there were none.

KH - Stated that he felt the “washing of our dirty linen” shouldn’t have occurred at the AGM.

JC – Agreed.  She added that it was unnecessary and not something that had been expected. A new Constitution should remove that from happening again.

3. Amended Constitution

JC - States most Wards have amended their constitutions and is looking to do the same for the rest of the Bromley panels. The original was drafted by Police but as time has passed it was felt the legislation required updating along with new practices. This time the panel won’t have to sign the amended constitution to be bound by it. No decisions have been finalised with regrds to a revised Constitution.  All to take the suggested one home for full discussion at the next meeting.  A signature won’t be required, just acceptance when a member joins that they accept and abide by the Constitution.

BW - Suggests sending individual e-mails with the constitution attached to get a ‘read receipt’ for the same purpose.

JC - Asks if there were any objections to the new constitution.

JK - Asked if there was a reason the panel is confidential as a group.

JC - Is worried that if people aren’t assured of their confidentiality they wouldn’t come forward with any information. 

JK - Agrees especially if the minutes are published without being sanitised.

DW - Recommends that if the minutes should be made available for publication, then ‘For Publication’ should be included on them. The panel agrees.

4. BCEF Update

JC - On the 2nd July 2009 Sir Paul Stephenson, the MET Commissioner is coming to the Bromley BCEF AGM to address the residents of Bromley. This will be held at Hayes Lane, the home of Bromley Football Club, from 6.30pm onwards.Requested members to inform the residents they represented of the AGM and all BCEF meetings.  They are public and very informative. It would be great to see people go as the CPS gave a great presentation last time and there was barely anyone there to hear it! There are also stalls available if anyone is interested.

JK - Enquires as to whether a saddle marking stall will be there.

JC - Darwin SNT will be considering it so a stall may be there.

KM - Apologizes for the interruption but states that PC Mark Cockbain has to leave for Bromley due to staffing issues.

DD - Adds that John Dugdale has apologized due to being called away on a mission at short notice.

SA - The youth panel is currently being re-evaluated. The three girls, April, Alex and Robyn have retired due to university and other commitments. The panel is left with a small group of younger members who are keen to keep it going, but we are considering changing the youth panel’s objectives as there are no youth problems on Darwin ward. 

JC - BCEF are pushing for every panel to have at least one youth representative. Steve Jewell has ideas on engaging with the youth which is why he is wanted on the panel. The Downe Activity Center is also a business and there are no current businesses on the panel. 

JK - Can we invite business representatives from the airport?

JC - The airport is not on Darwin ward. Thinks the Darwin panel is the only one without a business representative in Bromley.

SM - Some wards have a confidential and private panel, and a separate business panel.

DW - How many members of the youth panel live on Darwin?

SA - All of them except for Greg in Biggin Hill, who came forward at a BCEF conference.

JC - Asked if there were any objections to voting Steve Jewell onto the panel. There were none.

5. Safer Sheds

DD - The Safer Sheds initiative is still going forward. Darwin SNT got council funding for property marking, signage and labels for expensive equipment. The marking will be in the form of an acidic paint that will emboss itself on the equipment.

KM - The marking will say ‘Safer Bromley Partnership’ and ‘Metropolitan Police Darwin SNT’. A company in Locksbottom endorsed by the home office and crime prevention officers is responsible for the products. The funding amount is £2380.50. Darwin SNT will target the worst hit areas on the ward with this scheme, and victims of crime.

JC - Asks if it’s only for garden equipment or domestic equipment also.

KM - Only covers shed and expensive garden equipment. We can mark 1000 items.

DW - Asks if the items marked will be kept on a database.

KM - We are trying to avoid using another database. The items are marked ‘Darwin SNT’ so will be easily traceable should they be recovered if stolen.

JC - Expressed concerns over how time consuming this would be, and whether the Darwin SNT will be leaving the ward.

KM - The size of the equipment we will use is small so we won’t need the whole team. We won’t be leaving the ward as we have to target Darwin’s hot spots.

VB - Asks if the initiative is being promoted yet.

KM - We will promote it publicly with a launch in partnership with Bromley Council.

6. Priorities

JC - Can we have an update on our priorities? 

KM - Layhams Road has been very quiet. The New Addington SNT have been round the estate where the bikes are coming from to put the off road bikers off. Motor vehicle crime, both theft of and theft from motor vehicles has gone down too.

SM - Happy that motor vehicle crime has gone down even in High Elms car park, but the partnership signs have gone. The council can get covert and overt cameras installed, as well as unmarked surveillance vans. We can put another bid straight back in.

BW - States that the light level in High Elms is very bad and hopes it could be improved.

KM - Darwin SNT took part in a successful operation with trading standards in Buckhurst Road regarding motor vehicle crime. The company causing the offences has moved on. Regarding our burglary priority, Darwin has done fairly well in terms of residential burglaries, having only 8 this year. However we have had 52 non-residential burglaries this year which is about a 400% increase on last year already.

KH - Asks if locations of crimes in the Countryside Alert could be more specific.

KM - Due to data protection we cannot really be more specific than we already are. We wouldn’t want to relax people inadvertently. The whole of Darwin ward is being hit for burglaries so we advise residents to be cautious regardless of where they live. We currently have an operation ongoing to combat this burglary problem. Police horses should be coming to patrol and we’ve changed our shift patterns to work later. We also have a new batch of neighborhood watch signs to put up around Darwin.

7. Down House

KM - I and Sue McVicker had a meeting at Down House regarding the car park issue. There is now matting down on the overflow car park so it can be used in poor weather. Down House are working with Bromley planners for extra days for the overflow car park. Council patrols have been in Downe over the last few weeks and came across no illegal parking.

SM - With bank holiday weekend, half term and summer holidays approaching Downe residents are urged to flag up any parking problems to the council.

DW - Down House can’t handle 800 visitors a day. The overflow car park is only used on weekends and holidays, but the village can fill up on other days. Obstruction is the biggest problem. Parking officers only enforce parking on double yellows, on the pavement and on dropped curves.

KM - Existing yellow lines are to be repainted. The police want temporary traffic measures and consideration for other sites to be used as overflow for the village and Christmas Tree Farm.

DW - Downe have asked for a village car park but it was rejected due to the area being on a green belt and other reasons.

SM - Keep phoning the council to make them aware of the problems. We have shared information with the London Fire Brigade so they are aware as well.

8. Street briefings

DD - The next street briefing will be on Saturday 30th May 2009 at 1pm on Sutherland Avenue / Foxearth Close.

PO Requested the toilets at Ashmore Lane be included in the priorities now the warmer weather is coming it’ll bring the unsavoury behaviour into the area.

Panel agreed.

9. PRIORITIES

Non residential burglary

Motor vehicle crime

Indecency at Ashmore Lane toilets.
SM - Regarding the Leaves Green toilets, I can flag that back up with ward security and the parks department at the council.

The next panel meeting will be on the 22nd July 2009 at 7pm.

