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Working together for a safer London




Darwin Ward Safer Neighbourhood Panel AGM

Minutes of meeting - Wednesday 18th March 2009  

Held at Charles Darwin School, Jail Lane. 

Attendees





      Guests


Katey Martin PS 86PY (KM)



Laura Dowsett, Environmental Agency (LD)

Mark Cockbain PC 452PY (MC)


Matt Robinson, Environmental Agency (MR)

Tim Garlick PC 211PY (TG)

Michele Perrin PCSO 7101PY (MP)

Dave Dennington PCSO 7100PY (DD)

Stevie Atkins PCSO 7337PY (SA)

      Apologies
Sue McVicker LBB (SM)



Peter Osborne  
Peter Bloomfield, Councillor (PB)


Neil Holloway
Allan White (AW)

Chris Cadzow, Cudham (CC)

David Witherspoon, Downe (DW)

Judith Cross, Berrys Green (JC)

Keith Heffer, Old Hill (KH)

Bernard Waine, Beechwood (BW)

Val Bowley, Hazelwood (VB)

Joe Kerr, Edward Rd (JK)


Annabel Griffiths, MOD Estate (AG)


Sarah Qizilbash, Leavesden Estate (SQ)


  Resignation/Elections.( see also end of minutes)

Dave Witherspoon, Vice Chair, resigned.  JC thanked him for his time and support.

Bernard Waine, stood unopposed as Vice Chair.  Elected.

Judith Cross, was re-elected as Chair.

1. Introduction:  

Judith Cross (JC) panel chair opened the inaugural Darwin AGM. (JC) informed the meeting that the Darwin Safer Neighbourhood Panel has had an excellent second year. It had continued to build on strong partnership links with the police, council and other agencies. Over the course of the last year the Panel had worked on various agreed priorities affecting the safety of people in the Darwin Ward. I.e. Burglary & Theft, Traffic Offences (including use of mobile phones and speeding), Youth disorder, almost entirely whilst utilising public transport, Inappropriate behaviour at the toilets in Ashmore Lane and Problems associated with the use and misuse of land in Layhams Road.  

(JC) Detailed some of the results the Darwin Safer Neighbourhood Team had achieved. Firstly because of the rural character of the Ward the panel was only too aware of the difficulties that we encounter protecting property from being stolen from sheds, stables and other outbuildings. Communicating timely advice and information through neighbourhood Watch has helped but the panel have also supported the creation of the Safer Stables Initiative, an innovative property marking scheme that is now attracting interest in other parts of London.

Secondly the panel have taken great strides to engage with our local youth; encouraging more links between young people and this panel. A youth panel was formed and with the help of the adult panel the youths were encouraged to undertake activities that demonstrate a positive image that is more representative of our young people. Although there have been many hurdles and much officialdom to overcome, we are now seeing the early shoots of success and recruited some key allies who are supporting our efforts. This strategy is now being developed across the Borough.

Thirdly, the panel has been instrumental in energising the different Agencies to respond to the needs of residents in Layhams Road, where unlawful use and activities on the land have blighted the area. The panel have successfully argued for a multi-agency response to the problems with more cooperation and inter-agency coordination and are now seeing more effective actions against the people concerned. The situation is ongoing and the panel will continue to follow progress to ensure a sustained commitment from all Agencies.

Also on a positive note, the police team last year were formally recognised for their commitment to making Bromley a safer place. They were the only police team in the Borough to be recognised in this way and received a Safer Bromley Partnership 2008 Award. (JC) also stated that the Panel were also given a similar honour for their contribution to making Bromley a safer place.

2. Layhams Road Overview

PC Mark Cockbain (MC) Gave an overview of the problems suffered by residents in Layhams Road. The residents at Homeshaw Farm and surrounding area have been subjected to off road bikes being ridden on the adjacent land to the Farm. This piece of land was owned by a company that had gone into administration. The administrators were then responsible to stop the off road bikes using the land. Bromley Borough does not give permission for any land in the Borough to be used for off road motorbikes. The problem is difficult to police because of health and safety issues, but there is an off road police unit which will be patrolling the area to help combat the problem.  The team are also aware of the problem of off road bikes on the fields behind Aperfields Road, again the off road unit will be in attendance. Residents are encouraged to report off road bikes to Bromley Council on 020 8658 1593 who are collating all motorbike complaint calls and target the parks and areas concerned.

3. Youth Panel Update

PC Tim Garlick (TG) has been the team lead in the setting up of the Darwin Youth Panel. Youths have been selected from across Darwin Ward, because they either live or go to school on the ward, their ages range from 11- 19. The Youth Panel work with the Safer Neighbourhood Team, Safer Neighbourhood Panel and other partners. It is an excellent opportunity to engage with young people and to prompt youths in today’s society. The Youth panel would like to attract new members and an active recruitment programme is underway.

So far the Youth Panel have initiated an anti knife pledge wall at Charles Darwin School and worked on 3 workshops on the matter, attended Biggin Hill Air Display and a training day on Conflict resolution training. They attended the Bromley Community Engagement Forum conference, attended City Hall for consultation with James Cleverly, London Assembly member for Bromley & Bexley who is the mayors new youth ambassador. The Youth Panel also meet with the new police commissioner Sir Paul Stephenson, and have acted as hosts for the inaugural Bromley Youth Conference.

4. Presentation by Laura Dowsett & Matt Robinson on Layhams Road
The Environmental Agency has been receiving complaints over the last year concerning the Layhams Road area and illegal waste being tipped at the location. A surveillance operation was set up by the agency with some officers going on site at the location. A significant area of land had been raised and was in breach of some Environment laws. 

A multi-agency operation was organised between the Police, Bromley Council and VOSA. The Environmental Agency took on site a JCB and excavated pits which the team took samples from and have sent away for chemical analysis. This will show what effects the pollutions would have on the environment and surrounding area. 

Whilst working in the Layhams Road area, other significant sites of interest have been identified. The agencies are looking forward to working in those areas. 

If a member of the public has concerns over incidents of  fly tipping waste materials the Environmental Agency would like to hear about them on their incident hotline: 0800 80 70 60

A comment was made about how efficient and organised the Environmental Agency was, especially in the meticulous organisation of collecting the samples.

5. Safer Stables & Crime Update
Sergeant Katey Martin (KM) informed the meeting that the team had now stamped 230 saddles with another 20 booked for stamping on Sunday the 29th March 09 Layhams Farm Road. There have been no thefts of saddles on the ward and the team are still eager to contact more stables to get them on the scheme. 

Darwin ward is the largest ward in London Borough, although it is the largest it has the least crime, it is the safest ward. 

Our main crimes are Burglary and Theft from Motor Vehicles.  Let’s break that down further.

We’ve suffered 72 burglaries in the last year and to compare that with our neighbouring wards; Chelsfield and Pratts Bottom had 134 burglaries, Keston and Bromley common. 132, Biggin Hill 94, and where I live 167 Plaistow and Sundridge Ward. 

A burglary on residential properties on Darwin is low.  It is a Bromley priority crime but our statistics are good.  We suffered 22 burglaries in the last year.  You are more likely to be a victim of non residential burglaries on Darwin.  By non residential I mean sheds and outbuildings.  On the face of it, it doesn’t seem as serious as having your house broken into.  But people on this ward keep high value goods in their sheds, such as ride on lawn mowers, power tools. 50 of our 72 burglaries were non residential, and of these, the majority could have been prevented by simple crime prevention measures.  We recommend shed alarms, shed bars and trailer locks.

In Jan we put a bid in to the Safer Bromley Partnership for £4200 pounds to fund ‘safer sheds’  We had intended on purchasing 400 shed alarms to install across the Ward, unfortunately, our bid wasn’t successful.  Non Residential Burglaries are not a Bromley priority and that attributed to us not being successful. It was also felt that residents in this part of the borough could afford to buy their own alarms.

We have posted a crime alert and crime prevention leaflet through over 1000 houses on the ward informing residents of an increase in shed burglaries.  We negotiated a 10% discount at U-do-it, Main Rd Biggin Hill for Darwin residents purchasing crime prevention devices. Please spread this word. Incidentally, of every shed burglary we have reported, where a shed alarm was activated – nothing was taken. These alarms cost around £10.

Theft from Motor Vehicles, we’ve had 63 in the last year. Again, lets look at our neighbours.  Biggin Hill had 91, Chelsfield and Pratts Bottom  94 and Keston 80. Again, most reports involve unlocked vehicles or property on display

Traffic survey at Leavesdon. 

There have been complaints of speeding from residents.  It is a 40mph speed limit outside Biggin Hill Airport entrance and the average speed was recorded at 38mph north and south bound.

What is our policing plan for the coming year?

Burglary and Motor Vehicle crime will remain our main focus, to combat these we will analyse patterns and vary our shifts accordingly.  

High Visibility Patrol which is a proven tactic.  

The team also have a Tasking to patrol at present from Silverstead Lane to Cudham Lane South.

Trying to secure a second vehicle to maintain a visible presence in more areas of the ward in one shift.

Our ongoing work at Layhams is also a present priority and Saddle stamping will resume in the better weather.

We will pledge to you that we will work hard to catch the criminals, through intelligent use of stop and search and high visibility patrols.  We will strive to make Darwin a very unattractive ward for criminals but we need your help.  We need you to secure your belongings and tell your neighbours to.

Darwin SNT has a new member, PCSO Stevie Atkins (SA). PCSO Michele Perrin has now got a date to start her training as a Police Constable at Hendon and will be leaving the team on the 18th April, (JC) Stated it is the Metropolitans Police Service gain but Darwin’s Loss.

Questions/Concerns
The following were issues raised;

· (Q) The new commissioner had said that officers would be signal patrolling, will this then make the team double.

· (R) (KM) No this will not, Darwin is unique. It would be unsafe for officers to patrol signally on foot in certain areas on the ward. Buses are sporadic and there is such a large area to cover.

· (Q) An issue concerning horse rider’s safety in the lanes was raised due to one of the bridle paths being closed. There are to many cars travelling down Jail Lane and they are also travelling to fast

· (R) (KM) Road safety is dear to us as well, it is dangerous not only for horses but for my officers. It is difficult to manage and we cannot stop the volume of traffic that uses the Lane. The initial answer stems to looking at the council to opening the bridle path. (JC) Stated it had been closed because the horses were making so much mud. The matter had been raised at the Biggin Hill residential group as horse riders had ridden across the Recreation ground in Biggin Hill which they are not allowed to do. Councillor Peter Bloomfield (PB) Said the issues concerning the Bridleway/footpath were under investigation and the council were gathering evidence from both sides; ramblers and horse riders

· (Q) Parking in Downe village
· (R) (JC) This issue was brought up at the last panel meeting and wouldn’t be a priority for the panel. The police have not got a legal right to stop parking. This is an area which requires all relevant agencies to sit down together and thrash out to a mutual outcome. Sue McVicker (SM) Stated that there was an out of hours number members of the public can ring if there is a problem regarding obstructive parking which is: 0208 464 4848 

· Ruth Jewel from Downe Scout Camp, stated she was personally grateful for having the SNT and asked if it was possible for someone to give a talk regarding safely walking down country lanes to children.
· (KM) Said she would get the schools liaison officer to deal with the matter.
Anti Terrorism 

(SA) Gave a presentation on anti terrorism. The current threat to the UK from international terrorism is severe. Which means an act could strike at anytime, any place and for any reason. Biggin Hill Airport could be a target and therefore police exercise section 44 power of search. This gives officers the power to stop any person\vehicle and search it for articles used in terrorism. A terrorist can be of any race, gender or age. The public are asked to report anything that looks suspicious; especially if it involves large amounts of money or chemicals, be extra vigilant. Anyone who suspects unusual activity or behaviour is urged to call the confidential Anti-Terrorist Hotline on 0800 789 321 and officers say “no piece of information is considered too small or insignificant” to be reported.

(JC) Congratulated (SA) on his first presentation and suggested a profile article of PCSO Atkins be given to Biggin Hill News to welcome him to the Darwin Community.

Resignations
The representative for Restavon Sheila Brooks has resigned and Wendy Sidaway will take her place.

The proposed application from a representative from Downe Residents Committee was declined. 

Police Dog Display
Unfortunately due to operational requirements the dog unit is unable to attend.
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