EFFECT OF OLYMPIC APPLICATION ON THE PRINCESS ROYAL UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL.
Dear Councillor,

As a Councillor elected by the residents of Bromley to serve their interests it is understood that you will soon be asked to consider a proposal by Biggin Hill Airport Limited (BHAL) to increase the operating hours for the Olympics. You should be aware of the effect of this proposal on the Princess Royal University Hospital Bromley’s acute general hospital serving all Wards. 
The proposal would mean an increase of 26 operational hours each week. This would have a most serious impact on the healing environment of the Princess Royal University Hospital.  Planes already fly directly over the hospital at approx 600 ft on their approach to Biggin Hill.
The Hospital Trust Board concerns about the overflying have regularly been made known to the Council. 
For example, Councillor Stephen Carr, as Council Leader, was made fully aware of this by the Chief Executive of the Bromley Hospitals NHS Trust (letter of 22.9.04):
“I am formally writing to you to register my concern and those of the Trust, relating to the proposed expansion of operating hours at Biggin Hill Airport. --- it is very clear that extended hours --- would create a situation where the patient environment would be seriously affected. --- In these circumstances I am seeking an assurance from you that the present lease and its content and operating hours will not be amended or extended.” 
Again the Chief Executive told Councillor Stephen Carr (letter of 3.3.05): 
“I refer to previous communications on the subject of the operation of the airport and would like to register the continuing concerns of staff at Bromley Hospitals NHS Trust --- Containing flying within as few hours within the day as possible is also important to us-- we certainly do not see a case for extending the existing lease “. 
The proposal to increase operating hours at Biggin Hill Airport for the Olympics would seriously affect the Princess Royal University Hospital. Councillor Carr has been frequently advised of this in writing by the Hospital’s NHS Trust and Councillor Graham Arthur, now Deputy Council Leader, who was for many years a Non-Executive Trust  Board Member, was also entirely aware of these concerns. 

You should know that Mr Marc Hume, Bromley Council Director for Renewal and Recreation, writing to Mr Andrew Walters (BHAL) in a letter dated 29.11.10 acknowledging receipt of the formal Olympics proposal received from BHAL, also stated: “You have indicated that wider variations will be submitted to the Council on 5 January…” . This confirms that what has begun as a temporary Olympic proposal will become a permanent feature, and BHAL will seek wider variations even than those contained in the Olympic proposals.
I would be grateful for your confirmation that you will take into consideration this situation which would seriously affect the healing environment of the Princess Royal University Hospital when you are asked to consider the proposal for the extended use of Biggin Hill Airport for the Olympics.    
.

Yours sincerely.

On behalf of BRAAD – a consortium of Bromley Residents Against Airport Development.  
