LONDON BOROUGH of BROMLEY RESIDENTS’ FEDERATION
*** FACT SHEET ***

BID TO HANDLE OLYMPIC TRAFFIC BY BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT

Biggin Hill Airport Ltd (BHAL) have asked London Borough of Bromley (LBB) to consider variations of the Airport Lease for the period of the Olympic Games in 2012. The information which they have released with this application needs to be set against the actual conditions of the Lease.

Opening Hours

The Airport Lease opening hours claimed by both BHAL and LBB in respect of this application are partially incorrect. They claim that the Lease opening hours are 06:30 hrs – 22:00 hrs on weekdays (incorrect) and 09:00 hrs – 20:00 hrs at weekends (correct). 

The actual Airport Lease opening hours are: 

Weekdays: 07:30 hrs - 21:00 hrs          Weekends and Public Holidays: 09:00 hrs - 20:00 hrs

Over and above this, on weekdays only, there is the facility called the ‘Shoulder Hours’ during which from 06:30 hrs - 07:30 hrs aircraft which are ‘Normally Based’ at BH can depart (but not arrive) and from 21:00 hrs - 22:00 hrs may arrive (but not depart). But this is strictly applicable ONLY to an aircraft which is normally based at BH. It is quite clear that aircraft new to the airport, for example, during the Olympic period, would not have this status and, therefore, the hours are the normal: 07:30 hrs - 21:00 hrs for weekdays and 09:00 hrs - 20:00 hrs for the weekends and Public Holidays. 

The opening hours sought by BHAL in their Olympic proposals are: 06:30 hrs to 23:00 hrs for weekdays, weekends and public holidays. It follows therefore that BHAL are in fact proposing an increase of 3 hours per day on weekdays and 5.5 hours per day at weekends. 
A total increase of 26 hours per week – instead of the much lower claimed increase of only 16 hours per week.

Scheduled Services       

Scheduled Services are not permitted within the terms of the Airport Lease. 
Further, and as part of the judgement of the Appeal Court in 2002, this extends to any individual fare paying passengers. Whilst BHAL do not seek to set up Scheduled Services for the Olympic Games, they have asked for permission to handle aircraft on which there are passengers who have paid a fare which would require a temporary change in the conditions of the Lease. What is unclear is how a decision to make a temporary change to the conditions might affect the robustness of the Court of Appeal decision and if such a variation could leave the judgement open to legal challenge; thus, possibly, winning permission for the continued use of the airport by fare paying passengers.

Jet Movements

Biggin Hill Airport Ltd have apparently suggested that, as part of the package they would be prepared to reduce the existing cap on movements at the airport from 125,000 to 80,000. 

In fact, the larger proportion of the movements at Biggin Hill Airport (BHA) are generated by Flying Clubs in the circuit and from their other movements, added to those of the private owners of light aircraft. The Year ending December 2009 is the last complete set of annual figures and from these it is possible to accurately report on the actual movements.

The total movements for the year was 58,173, 7% down on the 2008 figures. Of  this total, 46,279 movements were generated by club circuits, club movements and private owners. Air Transport Movements (ATM) charter plus Corporate Jet and Corporate Twin produced 10,246 movements (17.6% of total) with helicopters making 1648 movements.  
Corporate Jets alone produced 3332 movements or 5.7% of total movements in 2009.  
It is therefore nonsense to suggest that reducing the cap on flights from 125,000 to 80,000 would in any way affect the growth of jet traffic at Biggin Hill.
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