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For immediate release

Biggin Hill airport plans made public as consultation starts
Consultation is effectively underway following the unveiling of Biggin Hill Airport Limited’s (BHAL) plan to use the airport as part of Olympic travel options for visitors to the games.  As the Council owns the freehold of the airport, BHAL, as the tenant, will need the Council’s permission to operate outside existing arrangements.  Following resident concerns, the plans are being made public to enable views to be gathered prior to a council decision meeting in the New Year.

Councillor Stephen Carr, Leader of Bromley Council, said, “We have listened to residents concerns and I am pleased that BHAL accept that we need to discuss these proposals openly and with transparency.  I am pleased that their plans are now in the public domain and now residents can comment on what is actually being proposed.  Of course, we need to ensure that the airport remains viable.  But, at the same time, I can understand and appreciate apprehension about noise and disruption and we will need to carefully balance these very real concerns.”

Councillor Carr added, “Whilst the airport is asking for a quick decision, we will not compromise on our commitment to consult with local residents before reaching a decision.”

The BHAL proposal includes

· Temporary changes to the opening hours, to include an additional hour on weekdays and an additional three hours at weekends.  The proposed weekday operating hours would be from 06.30 to 23.00 hours, changed from the existing 06.30 to 22.00 hours.  The proposed weekend operating hours would be from 06.30 to 23.00 hours, changed from the existing 09.00 to 20.00 hours 

· Temporary change to the ban on fare paying passengers, for air taxi users (not scheduled)

· A passenger tax of £3 per passenger, payable to the Council as the landlord.

The proposals are for Friday 13 July to Sunday 23 September which encompasses both the Olympics and Paralympics.  The volume of flights proposed would be within the existing agreement.

Residents and other interested groups can express their views about the BHAL plans in an eight week consultation period which closes on Friday 4 February 2010 at 17.00 hours.  Comments can be e-mailed to airport.consultation@bromley.gov.uk or made by writing to Bromley Council, addressing letters to Renewal and Recreation, Airport Consultation, Bromley Civic Centre, Stockwell Close, Bromley, BR1 3UH.  

ENDS
· For media enquiries, please contact Andrew Rogers, Communications Advisor, on 020 8461 7670 or email andrew.rogers@bromley.gov.uk  
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