Cudham Residents’ Association

Archies Stables - TN14 7QT
20th May 2011

Planning Appeal by Charmaine Moore  Ref: APP/G5180/A/10/2138442 
In respect of ‘Retrospective Planning Application No 10/02059, for a change of use of the site from equestrian to a gypsy and traveller caravan site’,
This had been refused by LBB by a unanimous Committee vote, supported by 130 letters of objection to the Council  
Summary of Informal Appeal Hearing held on 11/05/2011 in Bromley Civic Centre

1)   Mrs Moore was represented by Counsel.  The LBB planning perspective was presented by the       

Chief Planner, Bob McQuillan and local Darwin views by Cllr Richard Scoates.

2) The Apellant requested a change to a Personal Application, as distinct to a site Application.
     This is often tried in such cases, to blur the arguments: it is sometimes granted. 

     A change was also offered to alter her touring caravan usage to once a year.
3)  The Inspector and Mrs Moore’s Counsel agreed that the development is inappropriate within

      the Green Belt.  The appeal hinges on whether the following principal Very Special
      Circumstances (VSC) exist and outweigh the harm to the Green Belt.

      Counsel contended that Mrs Moore’s children are performing better at their new school, with

      records as evidence.   LBB evidence shows satisfactory performance at their previous school
      so there is little difference.

      Counsel also argued that the Council has insufficient traveller pitches.  LBB stated that there

      are 19 pitches, mostly in Darwin ward.  This meets government guidelines.  Mrs Moore had

      not tried to find a designated pitch after being moved from the caravan in her drive, so that

      argument too, is invalid.

      LBB also contends that the proposed World Heritage Site affects the status of this land. 
      Further, if speculators are able buy land for later development on spurious grounds of VSC, it
      would make a mockery of Green Belt policies.

The Inspector visited the site to make his own assessment, and his report and decision should be made within six weeks.    

County Court Injunction Hearing

There is currently no date set for this, as it depends on the outcome of the appeal.  We will report when we have more information.
Chris Cadzow
Chairman,  Cudham Residents’ Association

