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Newsletter 41 –  Summer 2010    
CUDHAM RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION

Archies Stables in Illegal Occupation
The calm of the fine summer evening of Friday July 9th, was rudely interrupted for the residents of Cudham Lane North, as Mrs Charmaine Moore and her family arrived, with a mobile home and caravan, to take up illegal residence at Archies Stables.
This was in direct contravention of a specific exclusion imposed by the Council, prohibiting the stationing of caravans on this site, and the later dismissal of Mrs Moore’s Appeal by a Planning Inspector, against that exclusion.  So Cudham now faces a repeat of the similar situation, resolved only two years ago in March 2008, when another group of travellers occupied the Hawley’s Corner site for several years. 
A steady stream of Planning Applications from Mrs Moore, starting early in 2008 with a request for change of use from agricultural to ‘keeping of horses’, has clearly been building up as a threat to this Green Belt site, aimed at the type of residential use we now see.  Many of these Applications, which would have led to overdevelopment or residential possibilities, were refused or strictly hedged with conditions, but illegal moves trump such actions and recourse to the courts, by the Council, is the only solution.  This is being done.
In her latest move, further aggravating the situation, Mrs Moore is now attempting to legalise the situation by applying for another change of use of the site from ‘keeping of horses’ to ‘gypsy and traveller caravan site…..’  This will no doubt be followed by an Appeal if permission is refused, and it can be assumed that she and her legal advisers, who are very astute and experienced, will take every opportunity and use every available legal device to add delay to the process, sometimes for years.  This is most frustrating to those residents who accept the Council as the legitimate planning authority and consider such actions by a tiny minority to be totally unacceptable, but only the Council can handle it and they have moved promptly so far.
Residents can help however.  If you feel strongly and wish to voice your opinions, you can write or e-mail to the Council, letters of objection to the actions of Mrs Moore.  In your letter you should quote the reference of the relevant Application and give valid planning reasons for your objections.  If you need help with this information, the RA will be circulating it shortly, with a draft of a suggested letter, on the Cudham Mailing system. We also send out progress notes on the latest news about this case, to keep people up to date.  If you don’t have access to e-mail, ask a local friend or neighbour who does have it, to keep an eye open for you, or ring an RA Committee member.     

CRA Website – www.cudhamvillage.org.uk           Cudham Mailing -  alyshelm@worldonline.co.uk
CUDHAM VILLAGE FETE                     Monday 30th August             
We’ll be there!
Now that the Club has sent out the notices for the August Bank Holiday Fete, we’re looking forward to a repeat of last year with another enjoyable and successful day of fun in the sun for locals and visitors alike, for the benefit of our local charities.  The ever popular Cooking and Horticultural competitions in the Church will test culinary and gardening skills, while the sports, stalls and games in the sideshows provide the attractions outside. And the best will surely be the RA’s own putting competition offering  opportunities for the young and more mature players alike to have some fun whilst improving their "putting skills" – on our devilish course, of course!.  At last year's fete we again had another record result, in lovely weather, so come along and help us improve on that – and we’re betting on a marvellous day again to make it a great time with our fun for the family. 

‘UPDATE’ NEWS Selection.  News and events of interest from Bromley’s website.  There’s more detail and a complete selection on  www.bromley.gov.uk in their ‘News’ and News ‘Archive’. 
Parking Payment by Mobile Phone in May brought drivers in Bromley a handy new option for payment in car parks – the mobile phone, using their debit or credit card.  Provided by RingGo, the system works in all Council pay and display parking areas, except the multi-storey parks in Bromley Town Centre, and is part of a drive to improve service by making payment easier and eliminating the problem of always carrying the correct change.
First time users call the local rate number 020 3046 0010 shown on Pay & Display machines, with vehicle details, location and payment card.  Next time, just give the 3-digit card security code and current location - the system “knows” the mobile phone being used.  To avoid a Penalty Charges, extend the stay simply by ringing the service again.  An optional Text Message service can give an alert when the parking time is due to run out.     
A New Style Parking Zone in Orpington became operational in the High Street from early July, this new zone no longer has yellow lines – though drivers will still risk a Penalty Charge Notice if they don’t use the marked parking bays.  It’s part of the first phase of improvements to reduce “street clutter” to a minimum of signs and markings and to try to create a more spacious street for shoppers and businesses.  This was one aim of the improvement exhibition last summer and fewer road markings in a restricted zone, one of only a few in the country, should assist this process.      
In a Successful Prosecution for Fly-Tipping, two men prosecuted in May at Bromley Magistrates’ Court were fined £565 and £402.30, with costs, for fly-tipping a large amount of waste outside the entrance to a travellers site.  Ignoring the irony of that situation, it’s good to know that fly tippers do sometimes get caught.  
The Council advises residents that to protect themselves from prosecution, they should ensure that the carrier removing their waste is legitimate.  Ask to see their Waste Carrier’s Licence issued by the Environment Agency 


Company Fined for Burning Waste in another case of illegal waste disposal, McKenna Demolition Ltd had to pay fines and costs of £565 for burning large quantities of timber and other waste, from demolition work at Biggin Hill airfield, in a skip at the rear of their office on land next to an area of Special Scientific Interest in Salt Box Hill.

Businesses must use Licensed Waste Carriers who can only dispose of waste at a waste transfer station.

   
THE GARDENS OF CUDHAM – Open for Charities

There are some very good and dedicated gardeners in Cudham who, despite the battles with our awful, long winter, late spring and dry summer, have managed to produce some stunning displays which they’ve also been keen and generous enough to put to good use in raising money for charities.

Down at Cottage Farm in Cacketts Lane, Phil Baxter, with his crew, produced his usual magnificent displays in his gardens on a series of Open Days, accompanied by refreshments and an evening barbecue at the end.  These attracted enough enthusiastic visitors to raise a remarkable total of over £7000, with £4300 going to NGS charities and £3000 being donated to the Harris Hospice.     
Bottom Barn Farm in the Valley, more a nature trail than a garden, was opened by Bill and Gill Wade on two beautiful weekends in July for visitors to have the opportunity to enjoy not just the lovely gardens, the house and the valley position, but also the adventure of the Wild Flower Meadow Trail which is not often accessible.  And to sustain them for the ramble, or afterwards, there were deliciously more-ish cakes and teas on which to feast.  
A great success, with £3000 donated 50/50 to Guide Dogs for the Blind and the Kent Association for the Blind.  
And at Eureka in Buckhurst Road too, at his 3rd annual garden party to boost the fund-raising efforts of the Supporters Club for the Battle of Britain Heritage Centre, Gordon Wright laid open his garden for the delight of the Club’s visitors one fine Sunday in July.  This sumptuous display, in a riot of colour, seems to embrace the charm of an English Country Garden with an almost oriental touch, with a surprise round the next corner – even a monster dragon!   With a marquee displaying a fine collection of Battle of Britain and WW2 memorabilia, and a generous buffet for afternoon tea, it’s a great attraction for visitors and typically makes a valuable contribution of some £500 to the £35,000 so far raised by the Club for the Heritage Centre.      
THE CARERS of BROMLEY   




    by Andy James, Chairman    
A carer is someone who, without payment, looks after a friend or family member, who needs help because of disability, long term mental or physical illness or frailty, and who cannot cope on their own without help. At some time in our lives we will all know a carer or become one.  In the borough of Bromley alone there are 28,000 adult carers and 2,000 young carers under 18, and it is likely that many more remain unidentified.

Carers Bromley is an independent charity that supports carers of all ages in the borough and we currently help 3,000 adult and 600 young carers, but we continue to reach out to help many more.  It is a political reality that councils across the UK are looking to organisations like Carers Bromley to be in the front line to meet the needs of carers of a growing elderly population and people with mental health problems.

Caring for someone can be exhausting, both physically and mentally, so when carers start to need help, our services are there to meet their needs.  It might be emotional support, information and advice on training to care (e.g. back care advice for those that are lifting), or it could be respite from the 24/7 care they are providing, to give them a break.  We also visit carers at home to assess their needs wherever they live, and there is a freephone helpline as well.

To learn more about Carers Bromley or to seek help, call 0800 015 7700 or email  help@carersbromley.org.uk  

We are actively seeking volunteers to assist with fundraising and would be pleased to hear from anyone interested in helping us in this way.

Peter Bloomfield -  50 yrs a Resident and  -  for 28 Yrs  -  ‘The Councillor for Darwin’



         And Resident writer in this space from the earliest days of this Newsletter.
First elected in 1982, Peter served as our Councillor until deselected this year by the Conservative Party, and lost by just 67 votes out of 2956 cast, standing as an Independent. Perhaps he was just too independent!
In those 28 years he served as chairman or vice-chair on eight important committees, as a member on Airport Consultation, Gypsy Liaison, and Local Development Framework committees, and represented Bromley to the Greater London Reserve Forces and the Cadet Association.  On several occasions, invitations to accept the office of Mayor or Deputy Mayor were turned down – he wanted time for Council duties and his Darwin Ward.        
Peter’s early interest in Cudham matters, reflected in the years of the 70s when he was secretary to the Cudham Residents’ Association, was clearly reinforced by his election as the only ward Councillor for Darwin.
His lifetime concern and dedication to the ward has long been evident in the support given to obtaining Council approval and funds for matters large and small; grants for the improvement of the village halls; the buying of Valley land and obtaining its protection as a Site of Special Scientific Interest; for the support for the Stewardship area in the valley; the formation of an area of the village as a Conservation Area; and for the building of the bus shelter.  His personal commitments have been equally tireless, such as his long term service as a Governor of the Cudham School; his non-stop efforts to preserve the Green Belt, to preserve any worthwhile buildings of character, and his ongoing support of all the Residents’ Associations across the ward.

It was a rare event indeed for Peter to fail to attend their meetings.  
Over the years, many residents have had reason to thank Peter too, for his personal help in assisting them to understand the complexities of the Planning Regulations by giving his time to discussions with them. Not the least of his difficulties would have been to resolve their problems and offer fair and even-handed advice in the face of entrenched opinions while still keeping their respect. This he managed with considerable success.

We must all be thankful for all the work that Peter has done on our behalf over many years, and not least, for the wonderful family support he has had from his wife Ruth and their children. Let’s hope that he will now enjoy a well earned rest from Council work to “potter” and to finish his long-awaited history of Cudham.
And let us also hope that we are fortunate enough to get another, half as dedicated as Peter, to fight for us! 







             With Acknowledgements to Bill Roberts

The Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) -   Fighting Crime in Darwin …
Recent Crime on the Ward has dropped overall, with burglary decreasing significantly, but to offset the good news something always crops up and we are experiencing a rapid increase in the number of thefts from motor vehicles, particularly in the High Elms area. This varies from the theft of number plates to windows being smashed and property being stolen from inside. Anyone visiting High Elms Country Park, Golf Club or Cuckoo Wood car park is advised to leave nothing on display and take any valuable items with them. Darwin SNT has made several visits to the area to bring this problem to the attention of the public and PCSO Ryan covers that part of the ward almost on a daily basis.
Automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) Operation

You may have been stopped by police in Cudham Lane South on Tuesday 22nd June in a small exercise run by PCSO Atkins in response to regular complaints from local residents about the manner of driving in the lane. And Cudham Lane, both North and South, also suffers more crime on the ward than a lot of other areas. We were able to borrow an ANPR machine for the day and spent a few hours stopping and speaking to drivers, with assistance from Trading Standards and Bromley’s Road Safety Team. Although no arrests were made we did stop a couple of suspect individuals. It was a useful exercise in terms of intelligence gathering and the local residents we spoke to were extremely grateful for the effort and the police presence. 
Youth Air Fair

Darwin SNT attended the Biggin Hill Youth and Veterans’ day on Friday 25th June, an event for 1,200 young people from 20 schools across South East London, Surrey and Kent, to engage with a range of organisations, from the council, armed forces and police.  The SNT assisted members of the Metropolitan Police Authority as they encouraged young people to tell them what issues they feel the police should be focusing on.  PC Tim Garlick said: "This event is unique to Biggin Hill and depends totally on the support of the partners and the armed forces. It really was an occasion to provide an authoritative focus on a wide range of careers and a hands-on opportunity for young people to pursue their ambitions - and a great opportunity too, for local officers to interact with young people in a completely different environment from normal and to hear what they had to say. It’s very welcome feedback from them". 
Crime Prevention initiatives, introduced locally by our SNT over the last couple of years, are continuing to prove more and more effective as they become more widely deployed throughout the area
The Safer Stables scheme Saddle Marking has massively reduced theft of saddlery, almost to zero. 
You can still get a saddle stamped and registered on the MP database, as a Free service.  Just call the Team on 0208 721 2603 or email them on darwin.snt@met.police.uk  
Safer Sheds and Property Marking, another Free Service launched last autumn, is aiming for similar results with this Initiative to combat thefts from sheds and garages.  Our Selectamark marking kits acid–etch prominent “Darwin SNT” logos into the metal or paintwork of high value tools and machinery often stored in garages and sheds. Now is the time of year when garden thieves are out spotting your valuable kit 
Rogue Traders are still around !  If you have a problem with them, just call Bromley’s Rapid Response Team on 07903 852090
The Darwin Safer Neighbourhood Panel meets every 6-8weeks to get feedback from residents and to decide current policing priorities – at present these are



* Burglary 
* Theft from Motor Vehicles
 

For the SNT, call 0208 721 2603.  If no one is available, leave a message and one of the team will contact you as soon as possible.  If it’s an emergency, dial the emergency number, 999
POLICE Contacts





The Darwin SNT

Emergency ONLY: 999    (Met Police)



Mobile Direct: 07920 233859

NON - Emergency :  0300 123 1212



Mobile via Landline: 0208 721 2603
Biggin Hill Police Office 




  
PS 86PY Sgt Katey Martin
192 - 194 Main Road,





PC 452 Mark Cockbain

Biggin Hill, Kent TN16 3BB    

 


PC 211PY Tim Garlick

Open Mon-Fri, 11am – 1pm 




PCSO 7100PY Dave Dennington 
e-mail: Darwin.SNT@met.police.uk



PCSO 7337PY Steve Atkins
Fax: 0207 161 9536:       




PCSO  Rosaleen Ryan
BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT  > Complaints Line: 019595 78580

Cudham RA – Committee

  President :  Geoffrey Brown

01959 574256
Chris Cadzow (Chairman)

01959 573087

Gill Wade

01959 573648
Val Bowley (Vice Chair) 


01689 851203

Angela Wells

01959 532191
Roy Callow (Hon Treasurer)   

01959 573471

Charles Whitlock
01689 853289
Carolyn Day



01959 542515

Simon Wilson

01959 540213
Val Gillingham



01959 532662

Steve Annetts

01959 571267





