Press release from Bromley Residents Against Airport Expansion (BRAAD)
ANGRY RESIDENTS VOTING AGAINST AIRPORT EXPANSION

‘MORE NOISE, LESS SLEEP – AND PROPERTY BLIGHT’

There is a rising tide of opinion among Bromley residents opposing expansion at Biggin Hill Airport, with more than 70 per cent of Residents Associations voting to send objections to Bromley Council.   
Residents Groups argue that Biggin Hill Airport will benefit from increased profits to the detriment of tens of thousands who live under the flight path and who will experience more noise, more air pollution, extra traffic congestion and worrying safety concerns. 

Co-ordinating the protest is a newly-formed alliance of Residents and other groups called Bromley Residents Against Airport Expansion – BRAAD. Their spokesman said: ‘What is making people angry is the attempt to increase opening times early in the morning and late at night seven days a week, as well as the prospect  of large, 75-seater jets being permitted. And there are worries that property values will fall.’
The airport has asked Bromley Council for changes to its lease for a 73-day period during the Olympic Games, but it has already approached the council to apply for further substantial loosening of lease restrictions – something BRAAD only discovered by using the Freedom of Information Act. Residents fear that the Airport will demand scheduled flights by passenger jets banned under the lease.

A BRAAD statement declares: ‘Any loosening of restrictions in the lease now will set a dangerous precedent when the Airport makes future demands. Plus, we believe the Airport’s current operating hours, which are very generous compared with other airports – London City, for example -- are sufficient to meet any demand for extra flights. A detailed analysis of the lease shows that the Council has the power to refuse any request for individual fare-paying passenger scheduled flights; it is not obliged to approve them’.
BRAAD is calling on councillors to reject the application at a hearing later this month. A statement said: ‘Expanding this Airport will cause widespread, unbearable disturbance for Bromley people, add to the danger to the many hospitals and schools under the flightpath, and blight property. Similar moves in the past have been thrown out because of opposition from Residents and we call on Bromley people to make their views known to the Council in the next few days before the consultation period closes’ on Friday February 18. 

Objections can b sent by email to airport.consultation@bromley.gov.uk or by letter to Airport Consultation, Bromley Council, Stockwell Close, Bromley BR1  3UH.
Ends
February 6 2011 

Note: BRAAD is an alliance of residents associations, other groups and individual residents, Bromley Friends of the Earth, and incorporating Flight Path. For further informationfc contact Ray Watson at r.watson865@btinternet.com or 01959 571566.
