PRESS RELEASE FROM BRAAD (31/1/11)
(Bromley Residents Against Airport Development)
Residents expose serious flaws in airport proposal
Bromley residents have asked two key questions of Biggin Hill Airport’s scheme to expand its operations for the Olympic Games, which would result in longer operating hours seven days a week and use of the airport by large jets. 

1. Would Bromley Council – and the residents – gain a meaningful reward if approval was granted? The answer is NO, merely a miniscule £13,700.

2. Does the airport need to extend its operating hours and bring in fare-paying passengers for the Olympics? The answer is NO. Both are entirely unnecessary.

BRAAD has produced a 12-page, 72-point forensic analysis of the airport’s proposal, dissecting every element and it clearly demonstrates that:

· The need for extra operating hours is not proven
· The need for permitting fare-paying passengers is not proven
· Any relaxation of the prohibition of fare-paying passengers would put at risk the confirmation of the airport’s lease from Bromley Council as upheld by the Supreme Court of Appeal and the House of Lords.

The analysis also reveals that the London Olympics Committee does not consider even Gatwick (with all its facilities and infrastructure) to be an Olympic Gateway, while the European Tour Operators Association states that ‘there is little benefit to tourism in hosting the Olympics, and considerable evidence of damage’ because many tourists who would normally visit stay away.

In summary, the London Borough of Bromley/Biggin Hill Airport proposals are seriously flawed, always in the airport’s favour and at considerable loss to residents’ quality of life. It is time councillors stood up for the interests of the residents and refuse to bow to the commercial pressures of the airport. The airport company may benefit financially but it is the people of Bromley who will pay. 
NOTE:  The full, 12-page document, citing evidence is attached.

[Note: BRAAD is an alliance of residents associations, Bromley Friends of the Earth, other groups, and incorporating Flight Path.
