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     Newsletter 44 –  Summer 2011    

CUDHAM RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION

Olympics 2012: BHAL Tries Again for Extended Hours
Despite having their last proposals thrown out by a vote of 37 to 8, BHAL are applying yet again to get extended flying hours. This Proposal is still a real threat to the Lease.
In a letter of 23 June, Bromley announced a ‘public consultation’ until 29 July on BHAL’s Second Olympics Proposal, which still seeks extra hours in early morning and late evening, These additional hours have been reduced from 26 to 15 per week and for approx 8 wks duration rather than 11 wks The fare-paying passenger scheme, which was largely unworkable anyway, is now dropped.   

But the underlying intention is still to create a precedent and change the Lease on a permanent basis.  BHAL is determined to break it. The Airport MD, Jennifer Munroe, has already written to all Councillors promoting the new Proposal – and has publicly declared BHAL’s intention to seek permanent changes to the Lease.  BHAL doesn’t care about the effect it has on the residents – they never even mention it.  

A decision on this application will be made this time only by the 7-member Executive Committee of the Council. It will take place at a meeting on Monday, 8th August at 7pm at the Civic Centre.  It is every bit as critical as the first vote and we urge all residents to show their opposition to these proposals by coming along to the meeting.   
Archies Stables – High Court Appeal
In a second appeal, this time to the High Court, Mrs Moore is now challenging the Planning Inspector’s decision to dismiss her first appeal back in May.  
Though his decision is thought to be soundly based, this action may be the ultimate test of the Government’s new Gypsy planning law, so we must trust in the efficacy of the Council's factual evidence on every point regarding Human Rights legislation, pitch quotas within the Borough, and the highway safety problems of the access.  
Bromley itself is not being directly challenged but will have an experienced barrister specialising in Gypsy planning law to defend it, which should go a long way to counteract Mrs Moore’s equally experienced counsel.  A court date is not yet known but it may not be until the end of the year
 It’s virtually a year since the travellers arrived, late on a Friday night last July, and true to form they have used the law at every step to delay the legal process to date for as long as possible, and to cause maximum aggravation. 
A Planning Application promptly followed a Preliminary Injunction stopping any further site changes The Council’s decision by a unanimous vote to refuse the Application, followed by a date for a Court Injunction hearing to remove the travellers, prompted the submission, in January, of an appeal, which the Inspector dismissed, against that decision. This again postponed a hearing of the Injunction .The second appeal and the timing of all these delays is a familiar tactic used by travellers and more can be expected.  
CUDHAM VILLAGE FETE                     Monday 29th August             

It’s the season for summer village fetes again.  The Cudham Village Club has sent out their notices for ours on August Bank Holiday Monday,; the RA has booked its pitch, and we’re hoping for a repeat of last year’s  warm sunshine for more enjoyable fun in the sun for visitors. The proceeds benefit local charities, which this year include Wellcare (Hospice), Kent Blind Association and Cudham’s Community Centre. Traditional competitions for Cooking, Horticulture and Handicrafts will be on display in the Church, while outside, the sports, stalls and games in the sideshows will provide the attractions. And the RA’s own devilish putting challenge will test the skills and provide fun for the whole family – the little-‘uns.and the big-‘uns. So come along and help us beat last year's record result.
CRA Website - www.cudhamvillage.org.uk   Cudham Mailing -  alyshelm@worldonline.co.uk 

The Cudham Rec Pavilion  

Cudham Wyse Cricket Club is currently leading a project with Cudham Football Club to propose a scheme of improvements to the pavilion in the Recreation Ground. The pavilion is owned by the LBB but used very extensively by the Cricket Club from April to September (when it fields four weekend XIs and four Colts teams for youngsters from 10 to 15) and the Football Club in winter, under a delegated management agreement, which includes the tennis courts.  Over the years the pavilion and its facilities have deteriorated and now are badly in need of the total refurbishment being worked out by CWCC in consultation with the Council. 

The main effect would be internal, though with a smarter exterior and slight front extension facing the recreation ground.  Inside, at the rear, a small lobby with double entrance doors would be formed, with access to changing rooms for Officials and, at each end, for the teams, as at present but with external access to the field.  To the front, a slight extension would provide more space in a refreshment/social area with kitchen facilities. Known asbestos would be removed and the ceilings extended into the roof to give a more spacious ‘feel’ to the area.       

Outside, the tin-shack equipment shed will go, to be replaced by a slightly longer structure properly integrated with the main pavilion. At the opposite (north) end it is hoped to reinstate the two net facilities formerly established there   It is intended that the public toilets will remain, the problem of their upkeep being resolved as part of the project, and that the pavilion should maintain an overall style very much in keeping with its rural surroundings.  
It may take some time to secure the formal permissions and get the necessary funding from various sporting organisations, but the CWC Club want to ensure that all interested parties will be consulted on the proposals in advance of any planning application, with the views of local residents and others can being taken into account

‘UPDATE’ Selection.  News and Events of interest from Bromley’s summer newsletter and new website. For more detail and a wider selection see   www.bromley.gov.uk ’ 
Bromley Pavilion Leisure Centre is undergoing a £5m upgrade to add a new active lifestyle gym, a tenpin bowling alley, improved changing rooms and reception area, and a family play area.  It’s the first major work since the Bromley Area Action Plan was agreed and should be completed by Spring 2012.

Go on Learning with something new or by brushing up an existing skill. Find out what’s on offer at Bromley’s Adult Education College and enrol straight away.  Check it out on www.baec.ac.uk 
Do it online at Bromley’s new website.  Did you know that you can report fly-tipping, graffiti or a missed bin.  More and more Council services are coming online with 24 hour access at Report it, Apply for it and Pay it      

A New Life for Angas House

At long last the PCT, who own Angas House, may have found a buyer willing to restore it to its original use and appearance, as it was when built in 1880 as a vicarage. A change of use to residential should present no problem and the proposal would then be to renovate the main building, whilst forming the cottages into separate dwellings. This is the preferred solution, as residential concentration would be kept to a minimum, and is the solution most residents have been hoping for.
Before formally submitting the application, the developer has been requested to make a public presentation of the proposals to ensure that the majority of residents are in agreement and would be similar to the successful display organised prior to the conversion of Cudham Hall.  Arrangements for this will be made to allow time to notify residents of the meeting.  Interest has also been expressed in changing the property's name, unless the existing name is preferred.

Angas House has some interesting features, including memorial plaques on the staircase dating from 1918 when it was used as a seaman's convalescent home, and another in the entrance hall to commemorate the owner’s donation.  A poorly constructed 1920s rear extension which included a rather unsuccessful attempt to match existing materials, is now structurally unsound, so this would be demolished and replaced by an orangery. Whilst this extension did play a part in the property's history, its arrangement doesn’t sit well with the house and keeping it would risk making the house too large, resulting in later attempts at flat conversion. 
Externally, the coach house would be converted into two houses, with the surrounding walls forming a cottage garden.  The lodge to the right would be slightly extended to provide a more balanced aspect, and it’s hoped to preserve the brick green house as part of a cottage garden.

Angas House is only locally listed and it may be worth trying to get the property a statutory listing, to preserve its character well into the future, but not until after its redevelopment.  Photos of the house have been requested as part of on ongoing log of its history, to be donated to the community. 

Village Enterprises  -  Some very small, some bigger, are an important part of the character of the village and hopefully, bring a measure of prosperity to it.  But we often know little about them and   they often have interesting stories to tell. In this occasional series, they tell us something about themselves and how they came about.   
Bottom Barn Farm and the Countryside Stewardship



 Gill Wade
The Wade family have farmed Bottom Barn Farm since 1964 when they bought 45 acres of land, some farm buildings, 8 sows and a boar, 50 chickens and 10 calves.  The next 35 years saw enormous expansion, with the flow of market forces.  During the 60s and 70s they had up to 600 pigs but the introduction of cheap Eastern European imports made them uneconomic so they moved into cattle and built up an award-winning herd, all the while taking on more arable land in the area.  At one time they farmed in excess of 700 acres, growing wheat, oats, barley beans, peas, oil seed rape, flax and of course hay.  

The 1990s sadly brought the onslaught of BSE making the cattle trade very difficult, so in 1995 the family made the difficult decision to sell the whole herd and cease farming animals at Bottom Barn.  The proceeds contributed to the development of the beautiful medieval  Cudham Tithe Barns which were derelict and in need of some loving care and attention. In the autumn of ‘97, Gordon Wright of Kelsey Publishing fell in love with the barns, moved his business in and has been expanding  ever since.  

Bill Wade carried on the arable farming for a further 2 years but could see that with falling world prices it was increasingly uneconomic. Bill and his new wife Gill shared a passion for wild flowers, butterflies and birds and investigated the possibilities of Countryside Stewardship for the 120 acres they now owned. Bill had for many years grown hay on the Girl Guide site in the valley and observed the lovely wild flowers and orchids there. In Autumn 1999 they were accepted into the scheme and signed a 10 year agreement with DEFRA. As the land had been cultivated for arable crops, it required a completely new start, so the meadows were ploughed up and planted with 8 different native grasses and 40 varieties of chalk downland wild flowers.  

The Countryside Stewardship Scheme, was created ‘to improve the natural beauty and diversity of the countryside, enhance, restore and re-create targeted landscapes, wildlife habitats and historical features and to improve opportunities for public access’. Bill and Gill, with occasional help from very enthusiastic team of volunteers from Bromley’s Environment Dept, set about opening up 2 km of bridleways and footpaths, sowing 12,000 hedgerow plants by hand and then clearing the scrubland on Wollards Hill facing the Blacksmith’s Arms, to recreate steep downland meadows and open up new vistas.  

All those who walk the valley will have seen the way the wildlife has multiplied since the scheme started.  Over 150 varieties of wildflowers have now been identified and 30 varieties of butterflies.  The only species that seems to have abandoned the valley is skylarks but the expansion of badgers and foxes recently probably accounts for that.  The meadows are now managed on a rotation of sheep grazing  in the winter months to spread the wild flower seeds on their feet, fertilise and keep the grass down so that it does not overpower the flowers.  April sees the first signs of colour with the banks of cowslips, followed by all the numerous other species through the summer.  The first crop of hay is ideally taken in June, leaving half the field standing to satisfy the butterflies.  The new growth where the first crop was taken will then reflower to create fresh habitat before the second cut in August.  The hedgerows are full of wonderful berries as food for the birds and now they are thickening so well, lovely nesting sites.  The hedges should be cut about every 2 years.  

In 2009 Bill and Gill signed up for a further 10 years but this time on Higher Level Environmental Stewardship.  The aims and objectives are basically the same but as the site is now considered to be of considerable importance and involves complex environmental management it warrants the higher level. May the residents and visitors to the Cudham Valley continue to enjoy its benefits.  

Theatre at The Shaws , Cudham

Heartbreak Productions present:
Saturday 20th August at 7.00pm

Pride and Prejudice

Sunday 21st August



Pinocchio
Tickets:  £12 Adult, £10 Over 60;  £8 Child,  £32 Family 2A,3C  Groups- 1 Free Adult per 8 paid children
Booking: alison.newnham@ntlworld.com  
Darwin Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT)
Crimes and Priorities;  Darwin priorities are currently theft and burglary, and though it has lately been quiet in the ward, we know thieves are still around the locality. A large quantity of iron gates have been stolen recently from neighbouring wards, although fortunately none were from Darwin. We have suffered the odd outbuilding burglary in Cudham but thankfully domestic burglaries have been virtually non-existent. One worrying trend is an increase in theft from motor vehicles, concentrated in and around the High Elms and Old Hill areas. Most of these victims left valuables visble in their cars, so it really is vital to keep everything secure and out of sight, even living in this lovely area.
 

Stories of Interest; In early July, PS Martin, PC Garlick and PCSO Atkins had to deal with a vagrant disturbing residents near Biggin Hill Airport. It was obvious that he had been wandering the streets for some time; he was filthy and spoke no English whatsoever. Despite his stubbornness, they luckily managed to establish that he had come from the Czech Republic, having been offered work by a group of travellers. By the end of the day they eventually managed to source him a new outfit and some toiletries and sent him on his way to find the Czech embassy. Let's hope he found it.
 

Those who get hold of the News Shopper may have seen the SNT mentioned following the closure of a brothel in Cleave Avenue, Farnborough. It was certainly a new and interesting experience for the Team!  Acting on intelligence suggesting a brothel was regularly in use, they swept in with PC Garlick posing as an unexpected customer. Events thereafter ran smoothly and without a hitch. Three females were working at the location and there was one unfortunate male punter. Once the wellbeing of all those concerned was established, the Team proceeded to lock the premises and call a halt to the business. 
Safer Stables – Saddle Marking 






      A Free Service !
This scheme is still running. It’s very effective in reducing theft almost to zero. To get a saddle stamped and registered on the MPS database, call the Team on 0208 721 2603 or email darwin.snt@met.police.uk 
Safer Sheds and Property Marking:  





      A Free Service !
This scheme too, is still running.  Acid–etch a prominent “Darwin SNT” logo into the metal or paintwork to mark high value tools and machinery stored in garages and sheds  Warning stickers are provided for sheds too. 
Police Advice - To improve security against theft, …

*
Lock - all sheds, garages and outbuildings when unattended.

*
Fit hitch locks - to trailers and caravans

*
Padlock-and-chain - ride-on lawnmowers and tractors 

*
Fit Shed alarms – for as little as £10 these are a cheap and effective deterrents.
And if Rogue Traders appear ! 

Call Bromley’s Trading Standards on 0208 313 4830  or the Rapid Response Team on 0790 385 2090

POLICE Contacts





The Darwin SNT

Emergency ONLY: 999   (Met Police)


Mobile Direct: 07920 233859

NOT  Emergency :  101  (Note the NEW NUMBER)  
Mobile via Landline: 0208 721 2603
Biggin Hill Police Office 




  
PS 86PY Katey Martin

192 - 194 Main Road,





PC 452 Mark Cockbain

Biggin Hill, Kent TN16 3BB    

 


PC 211PY Tim Garlick

Open Mon-Fri, 11am – 1pm 




PCSO 7100PY Dave Dennington 

e-mail: Darwin.SNT@met.police.uk



PCSO 7337PY Steve Atkins

Fax: 0207 161 9536:       




PCSO  

BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT  > Complaints Line: 019595 78580

Cudham RA – Committee

  President :  Geoffrey Brown

01959 574256
Chris Cadzow (Chairman)

01959 573087

Gill Wade

01959 573648

Val Bowley (Vice Chair) 


01689 851203

Angela Wells

01959 532191
Roy Callow (Hon Treasurer)   

01959 573471

Charles Whitlock
01689 853289

Carolyn Day



01959 542515

Simon Wilson

01959 540213
Val Gillingham



01959 532662

Steve Annets

01959 571267
