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CUDHAM RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting on Monday April 11  2011 at 8pm at Eldon Hall.
Present:  Mr C Cadzow (Chairman), Mrs V Bowley (Vice Chair), Mr R Callow (Hon Treasurer), 

Mr S Annetts, Mrs C Day, Mrs V Gillingham, Mrs G Wade, Mrs A Wells, Mr S Wilson
Cllr Richard Scoates.  70 members and guests
1.  Minutes of the AGM held on 19th April 2010  
     The minutes were circulated before the meeting.  These were carried and signed by the Chairman.  
2.  Chairman’s Report  
     The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and presented his report for the past year, a copy of
     which is filed with these Minutes.  This included two policy proposals for the meeting to renew:
     a.  That this meeting approves of the RA’s policy of Support for the principles of the Green Belt and 
     opposition to potential developments that may threaten it.   
b. That this meeting approves of the RA’s policy of Opposition to changes to the Biggin Hill Airport
Lease and to developments there that may lead to environmental deteriorations.   
     The votes in favour of both proposals were unanimous 
.   

3.  Treasurer’s report   The Financial Report for the year ending April 5th 2011 was circulated before the
     meeting.  This report was accepted by the meeting and a copy is attached to these minutes.
4.  Election of Officers and the Committee    All current members indicated their willingness to stand again. 
     No others being proposed, these were all proposed by the Chairman, and were elected unopposed.    
5.  The Raffle was held and raised a total of £XXX for the RA’s funds
6   The Guest Speaker – Mr Bob McQuillan, Bromley’s Chief Planner gave a very informative talk to the
     meeting on the topic of the Governments forthcoming Localism Bill.  This is a very technical subject 

     and only a small part may apply directly to villages like Cudham, but nevertheless they could be of

     considerable significance as they evolve.  

      . .  .
7.   Report by Councillor Scoates – A Cudham Roundup of Current Topics and Residents’ Questions
      As formal responsibilities, the Cllr is on 7 committees – Environmental Policy Development & Scrutiny,

      Plans 4, Devlopment Control, Rights of Way, Countryside Consultative, BH Heritage Working Party (Ch)

      BH Airport Consultative, and is also a Trustee of the Thomas Stringer Charity and a Governor of  Cudham

      CoE Primary School.

7.1 Biggin Hill Airport – The Council refused BHAL’s Olympic Proposals in Full Council on 21st March, but pointed out that the 2000 Objections received should have been many more – there are 60,000 people (app 20,000 households)in the wards greatly affected by airport operations.  This problem will not go away – it will keep on recurring in the future. .
7.2 Cudham Rec Toilets – Part of the Council’s budget savings.includes proposed closure of many Public

Conveniences, with many being replaced with Community Toilets provided locally by Pubs etc.  As a local park, Cudham Rec is a bit different, with its sports facilities and the pub could not totally fill the gap, so other ideas will be considered in the next few months, to get round the problem.

In answer to questions, Cllr stated that he was now aware of the amount of year-round usage of the toilets. 

7.3  Archies Stables – An informal Appeal Hearing by the Planning Inspectorate is scheduled for the 11th
May.  This appeal must be dismissed so that the Court injunction proceedings can be followed through.

There are reports of gypsy theft in the area and residents are asked to be vigilant and report all suspicions

incidents to the police or the SNT.
In answer to questions, Cllr said that he did know of the possible threat of another traveller site in the Snag Lane area. 

        . 
7.4  Budget and Council Tax.- At the 28th Feb the Council voted to freeze Council Tax for the next year, and

cut the budget by £33m, £22m of it from the next year. Consultations are proceeding on cutting 176 jobs from the workforce of 2,500.    
7.5  BH Heritage Centre – Two sites were initially considered, Leavesden and the East Camp, but Leavesden is now the focus for the project due to the potential costs of EC.  The Working Party had the Trust’s business plan was examined for sustainability, and to consider possible changes to ensure its financial success.

A report due on 6th April will consider granting the Trust Section 106 funds with Supporter’s Club funds, to enable fund raising to start.  There are several possible sources of funding for the Centre, including the Lottery Heritage Fund, which needs to be assessed, for which the Trust and Council will work together.        
7.6  The SatNav Issue – A report to the DfT, haulage companies and Sat Nav providers to encourage the latter to listen to residents’ concern by adopting a Borough-wide approach, promoting a preferred route in the  Borough now being drawn up. This will be followed through with the Secretary of State by our MP.    
7.7  Fatal Accident in Shire Lane – not Cudham, but a widely used route, and not the first fatality there. A driver probably lost control and collided with an oncoming van.  As a result, an anti–slip surface is planned for this stretch to reduce the problem in future.  The problem is aggravated by HGVs taking up excessive road width, which a preferred route through the borough may also help to rectify.   
7.8  Winter potholes – If you find potholes, please report them on www.bromley.gov.uk/netastreet or call 0208 313 4621   We have 520 miles damaged by the weather and at £20 a hole, it will cost more than £20K.     

7.9  Angas Home - The PCT  and Council are discussing possible development proposals for flats in main house and houses in place of other buildings.  The PCT’s agent has been advised to consult local residents for their input before submitting their application.   
7.10  1 Court Cottages – Cllr stated that granting application was wrong – there were grounds for refusal and it will be detrimental to the area. An enforcement notice has been served in respect of the ‘temporary’ stables building at the north of the site (without planning permission), for which there is no appeal.
7.11  Bowness, Berry’s Hill – The storage containers will shortly have a certificate of lawfulness, as there is proof  of 4years existence on-site which was not contested. 
7.12  Bluefield, Berrys Green Rd – A retrospective application for 3 stables, feed store, and tack room was refused,  A new application correcting the size of the site is legally OK, but may be challenged.  .   
7.13  131 Cudham Lane North – Two detached four-bedroom houses each with double garage etc., to replace existing commercial buildings, has been called into committee (may be over-development which should be resisted). Planners report awaited.

The Chairman thanked all those who had come to the meeting and closed it at 22.10. 
